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Family Violence Homicide Summary 2017 
 

¶ There were 17 family violence homicide incidents in 2017 resulting in 21 deaths; 18 victims and three 
offender suicides.   
 

¶ All three offenders in the murder-suicide incidents were male; two of the three offenders were in an 
intimate relationship with the victim.  All three murder-suicides were perpetrated with a firearm. 

¶ The 2017 family violence victim count was the third lowest annual total on record. 

¶ There were on average 1.4 family violence homicide incidents per month in 2017. 

¶ There were more female (13) than male (five) victims of family violence homicides. 

¶ Victims ranged in age from ten months old (son) to 79 years old (wife).  The highest number of victims 
was in the 30 to 39 year old age group (four).  The average age of all victims was 39 years old. 

¶ In 2017, males were more often the offender in the family violence homicides, 15 of 17 (88%). 

¶ The youngest offender to commit a domestic homicide was 17 years of age (nephew); the oldest was 
70 years of age (husband).  The highest number of offenders was in the 30 to 39 year old age group 
(eight).  The average age of all offenders was 39 years old. 

¶ The majority of the family violence homicide victims were in an intimate relationship with the 
offender (67%). 

¶ Firearms were the most commonly used weapon to commit the murder, utilized in 35% of incidents. 

¶ The month of April saw the most family violence homicide incidents (five).  Other months with 
multiple family violence homicides were February and August (three), and September (two). 

¶ Fourteen of the family violence homicides occurred in the residence shared by the victim and offender 
(78%). 

¶ In 2017, a family violence homicide occurred in 10 Connecticut municipalities.  Five municipalities had 
multiple family violence homicides, Bridgeport (four), Hartford (three), New Britain, Norwalk and 
Waterbury (two). 

¶ Children under 18 years of age were involved in four family violence homicide incidents, three as 
victims and one as the offender. 

  



Victim Offender

Department Date Age Sex Relationship Age SexWeapon

** CSP - Ellington 12/23/15 39 F Spouse 39 M Firearm

** Meriden 11/14/16 8 M Other relative residing in home: Son 40 F Hands/Fists/Feet

1. Bridgeport 2/8/17 61 M Other relative residing in home: Uncle 35 F Other Dangerous: 

Unknown

2. Hartford 2/14/17 17 M Other relative residing in home: Son 33 F Hands/Fists/Feet

3. Bridgeport 2/24/17 25 F Spouse 39 M Knife

4. New Britain 4/7/17 33 F Spouse 36 M Firearm

5. Torrington 4/22/17 79 F Spouse 70 M Other Dangerous: 

Steel Rod

6. Bridgeport 4/25/17 10 Mo. M Other relative residing in home: Son 30 M Hands/Fists/Feet

7. Norwalk 4/26/17 49 F Live-in girlfriend 59 M Hands/Fists/Feet

8. * Norwalk 4/30/17 33 F Other relative residing in home: Daughter55 M Firearm

9. CSP - New Fairfield 5/2/17 55 F Roommate 32 M Hands/Fists/Feet

10. Meriden 6/22/17 46 F Persons who have a child in common 48 M Other Dangerous: 

Club

11. * Bridgeport 7/5/17 33 F Former Spouse 32 M Firearm

12. Stratford 8/13/17 27 F Other relative residing in home: Niece 21 M Firearm

13. Waterbury 8/18/17 9 F Roommate 28 M Firearm

14. Waterbury 8/18/17 29 F Live-in girlfriend 28 M Firearm

15. Hartford 9/3/17 30 F Girlfriend 39 M Hands/Fists/Feet

16. * Newington 9/21/17 46 F Spouse 45 M Firearm

17. New Britain 11/20/17 63 M Roommate 41 M Knife

18. Hartford 12/4/17 71 M Other relative residing in home: Uncle 17 M Knife

* Murder-Suicide ** Known to Police in 2017 CSP=Connecticut State Police

Note: The above list includes incidents submitted to the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection prior to May 7, 2018.

Included in the list are two incidents that became known to police in 2017.

2017 State of Connecticut Family Violence Homicide Victims



Family Violence Homicides 2017 

Summaries of family violence homicides occurring in Connecticut during calendar year 2017 are presented in 

this report.  Incidents are included in this report if a family or household member as defined in Connecticut 

General Statute 46b-38a (2) was arrested for the crime as of May 7, 2018.  "Family or household member" 

means any of the following persons, regardless of the age of such person: (A) Spouses or former spouses; (B) 

parents or their children; (C) persons related by blood or marriage; (D) persons other than those persons 

described in subparagraph (C) of this subdivision presently residing together or who have resided together; (E) 

persons who have a child in common regardless of whether they are or have been married or have lived 

together at any time; and (F) persons in, or who have recently been in, a dating relationship.  These homicides 

have been matched against offenses reported via Uniform Crime Reports.  Any homicide circumstance 

information provided is derived from newspaper accounts or other publicly available sources. 

OVERVIEW 

In 2017 there were 17 family violence homicide incidents involving 18 victims.  The total number of deaths 

from these incidents was 21 including three offender suicides.  These numbers do not include homicides from 

previous years for which the offenders were arrested in 2017.  During 2017, one arrest was made for a 2015 

incident, and one arrest was made for a 2016 incident.  The 2017 victim count was the third lowest annual 

total on record.  The first full calendar year of collected family violence data was 1987.  The number of family 

violence homicide victims ranged from a low of 15 in 2016 to a high of 32 in 1989.  Between 1987 and 2016, 

there have been 740 recorded family violence homicide victims, an average of 24 per calendar year.  The 

numbers listed below may be different from previously published reports.  In some cases the offenders were 

arrested after publication of the data. 

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Gender 

In 2017 females were more often the victim of a family murder than males.  Males were more often the 

offender in family violence homicides.  Of the 18 victims, 13 (72%) were female and five (28%) were male.  

Each homicide incident involved a single offender.  Of the seventeen offenders, 15 were male (88%), two were 

female (12%). 
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Offender Arrests-Suicides-Other 

A total of 14 offenders were arrested (82%).  Three offenders committed suicide (18%), two at the scene of 

the homicide and one while incarcerated.  Two of the three murder-suicides involved participants in an 

intimate relationship; all three victims were female.  All three of the offenders of murder-suicide incidents 

were male.  All three murder-suicides were perpetrated with a firearm.  In 2017 all murder-suicide incidents 

involved a single victim. 

 

Between 1987 and 2016, 176 suspected offenders have committed suicide, an average of six per calendar 

year.  The number of offender suicides ranged from a high of 10 in 1999 to a low of three in 2001, 2002, 2014, 

and 2017. 
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Intimate/Non-intimate Relationship 

The majority of the homicide victims, a total of 12 (67%), were in an intimate relationship with the offender.  

The 12 intimate victims included five wives, three girlfriends (two were live-girlfriends), three roommates, and 

one that had a child in common with the offender.  Overall, 11 intimate victims were female and one was 

male.  Eleven of the intimate victims resided with the offender. 

Six victims (33%) of the homicides involved people in a non-intimate relationship.  Four non-intimate victims 

were male; relationships included two sons and two uncles.  Two non-intimate victims were female; 

relationships included one daughter and one niece.  Five of the non- intimate victims lived with the offender.

Weapons 

A weapon is defined as any object, instrument, device or part of the anatomy used in an attack.  In the 17 family 

violence homicide incidents, firearms were the most commonly used weapon, six incidents (35%).  Other 

weapons included hands, fists, feet, five incidents (29%); knife, three incidents (18%); other dangerous 

weapons which included a steel rod, blunt object, and an unknown weapon, three incidents (18%). 
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Age & Gender of Victims 

In 2017 the youngest victim of a domestic homicide was a ten month old male (son).  The oldest victim was 79 

year old female (wife).  The highest number of victims was in the 30 to 39 year old age group, four (22%).  All 

victims in the age group 30-39 were female.  The average age of female victims was 38 years old; the average 

age of male victims was 43 years old.  The average age of all victims was 39 years old. 
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Age & Gender of Offenders 

The youngest offender to commit a domestic homicide during 2017 was a 17 year old male (nephew).  The 

oldest offender was a 70 year old male (husband).  The highest number of offenders was in the 30 to 39 age 

group, 8 (47 percent).  The average age of male offenders was 39 years old; the average age of female 

offenders was 34 years old.  The average age of all offenders was 39 years old. 

 

 

 

 

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 70-79

Age of Offenders 

Age & Gender of Offenders 

Male

Female

6% 

12% 

47% 

18% 

12% 

6% 
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 70-79

Age of Offenders 
 



Nine of the 18 family violence homicide victims were younger than the offender, (50%).  Nine victims (50%) 

were older than the offender.  Overall, the age difference ranged from 29 years younger to 54 years older.  

 

 

Month 

The month of April had the highest number of family violence homicides, a total of five.  Other months with 

multiple family violence homicides included February and August (three each), and September (two).  The 

months of January, March, and October had no family violence homicides. 
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Location of Homicide 

Fourteen of the 18 family violence homicides committed occurred in the residence shared by the victim and 

the offender (78%).  Other locations included: the ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ two (11%); ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ, one 

(6%); and roadway, one (6%).

Geographic Distribution 

The 18 family violence homicides committed during 2017 occurred in 10 Connecticut municipalities.  Five 

Connecticut municipalities had multiple homicides, Bridgeport (four), Hartford (three), New Britain, Norwalk, 

and Waterbury (two).

 

Prior to calendar year 2000, the details of family violence homicides that resulted in no arrest due to the 

suicide of the offender were not captured.  The following table illustrates the total number of family violence 

victims by town where incident details were captured.  With 66 homicide victims, Bridgeport recorded the 

highest total followed by Hartford (63), New Haven (44) and Waterbury (44).  Combined, these four 

municipalities accounted for one-third (33%) ƻŦ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƘƻƳƛŎƛŘŜ ǾƛŎtims where incident 

details were captured (653).  A total of 113 municipalities have witnessed a family violence homicide, 67% of 

all Connecticut municipalities. 
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Family Violence Homicide Victims by Town 1987 - 2017* 
 

                                                      * Does not include victims where the offender committed suicide prior to 2000. 
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   Family Violence Homicide Victims by Town 1987 - 2017* 

                                                  * Does not include victims where the offender committed suicide prior to 2000. 



  


